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and fruitful principles which it contained, and set them against
the false as a free and just solution.
No one can doubt that in the midst of the National Socialist
regime, and in sharp opposition to its young revolutionaries,
there lives a great Christian, Western, German nation, deeply
suffering, desperately biding its time. This Germany embraces
all classes in every part of the country. The old links and
associations have been broken, but a truly invisible church, a
great community, is growing in their place. No concrete
political aim has yet shown itself, and we are as yet only at the
outset of the great, decisive struggle, the issue of which is not
only a political but an ethical one. In this struggle German
Conservatism finds its summons to renewed activity.
Radowitz, a much more profound Conservative thinker than
the Conservative practical politician Bismarck, saw ninety
years ago the approach of the same dangers as those amid
which we live to-day. He saw the danger of the revolutionism
that challenges the legitimacy of property, and that of the
destructive power policy which ignores the place of ethics in
statecraft. The moment the Conservatives virtually renounced
ethics as an element in policy, the resort to the only refuge
from chaos, to the material forces of army and masses, became
inevitable. "Who knows," wrote Radowitz, "whether the
Socialist despotism that will result from an accommodation
between the two (army and masses) may be destined to
provide the transition stage through which the modern State
must pass, amid great sufferings and great experiences}
before it reaches a form corresponding to the Creator's
ordering of the world? Here, too, men will shut their eyes
to the coming perils until they have become inevitable,
dislocating the thousand-year-old social order of European
humanity."